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He Knows His Way
Around a Song
Your gifts help people with
vision loss live their dreams.
One can’t help but tap along as Carlos
belts out a tune. He recently performed at
Braille Institute’s 21st Annual Johnny Mercer
Music Festival — an event he has participated
in since it was first held in 1997. His exuberant
delivery of “The What-Cha-Ma-Call-It,” a song
with humorous lyrics written by Johnny Mercer,
was a crowd-pleaser!
Born prematurely and weighing only 2
pounds, 3 ounces, Carlos spent his first three
months of life in an incubator where an excess
of oxygen led to the condition retinopathy
of prematurity and loss of sight. Despite his
blindness, Carlos remembers a happy childhood
growing up in a diverse neighborhood and
having a lot of friends.

Carlos

At age 10, he got a head start on performing
when he sang a solo on an outdoor stage at a
Christmas event hosted by a local grocery store.
[see He Knows His Way . . . P2]
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For his efforts, he was rewarded with toys, his sisters
received clothing, and his mother, groceries. Singing
became an important part of his life, and he majored
in music at California State University, Northridge and
sang as a guest artist with a local rhythm and blues band.
For more than 20 years, Carlos has taken music
classes at Braille Institute and performs regularly
with our Ambassadors of Music group. He particularly
enjoys giving concerts at senior centers and convalescent
facilities. “The audiences are very receptive,” he says.
“It feels nice to get compliments.”

“Braille Institute teaches you a lot about
yourself, as well as valuable skills.” — Carlos
Life wasn’t always easy for Carlos. “There were
many disappointments,” he says. “I expected too
much of myself.” He credits Braille Institute,
including its core classes in positive thinking and
independent living skills, for helping him to “roll
with the punches, make the best of life, and be
happy with what you have.”
Carlos concludes on an up-tempo note: “Braille
Institute teaches you a lot about yourself, as well
as valuable skills. It has made me aware that you
always have to be learning new things, because life
changes and you need to change with it.”

Q&A WITH BRAILLE
INSTRUCTOR
MONIQUE MARIANI
Born blind in France, Monique has
taught braille to adults at Braille Institute since 2005.
Previously, she was a literary translator, translating English
and Hebrew into French.
IS BRAILLE STILL RELEVANT?
Imagine telling a sighted child they don’t need to learn
to read because they can listen. It’s the same thing with
braille. It’s about literacy. You can have all the technology,
but it won’t replace literacy.
IS IT HARD FOR ADULTS TO LEARN?
It’s more challenging. A lot of my students are not totally
blind yet, but they want to prepare. They are used
to seeing whole words. I begin by teaching them the
alphabet. They start by reading letter after letter and
then reconstruct what they feel under their fingers. The
main thing is not to be intimidated by so many dots.
It also depends on one’s finger sensitivity. People with
nerve damage from diabetes have difficulty.
IS IT IMPORTANT PROGRAMS ARE FREE?
When people lose their sight, they are confronted
with a lot of issues. They can lose their jobs and homes
and have problems with medical insurance. In addition to
losing independence, people lose their self-esteem and
become depressed. It’s important to provide a haven
where they don’t have to worry about money and know
they are welcome.

Over 3,100 new students
received FREE services
from Braille Institute.
(FY 2017-2018)

Carlos rehearses a song in
music class, accompanied by
student Joanne on drums.

Your generosity is
cherished by those whose
lives you touch.
Thank you for caring!

Visit BrailleInstitute.org for more about our programs, events, and student stories.

Honoring a Brother’s Legacy
“I’m impressed with all that Braille Institute does.”— Don
Don’s older brother, John, wanted to help
children who were blind through a bequest gift
to Braille Institute. As a child, John had lost sight
in one eye due to an injury while playing baseball.
The brothers also had an uncle who was blind.
“Outwardly, John’s vision loss didn’t affect his
life,” says Don, a former civil engineer. His brother
studied geology in college and pursued a career
as a carpenter, working on houses and commercial
construction projects. But Don also recalls his
brother telling him he thought blindness was one
of the worst things that could happen to a person.
In the late 1970s, John had a stroke and was
unable to continue working. In 2015, John’s health
declined further. He contacted Braille Institute about
making a bequest in honor of his parents, Sterling
and Antonia. A year later, John passed away.
Today, Don carries out his brother’s last wishes.
John’s generous legacy supports Braille Institute’s
Special Collection program, which provides free
braille books to children throughout the United
States, and The Braille Challenge®, a national
competition that encourages braille reading and
writing skills among school-aged children.
In John’s memory, Don is learning about
Braille Institute’s FREE services. While on a
visit to our Los Angeles headquarters, he toured
the publishing department with its large brailling
machines, the Library, and Connection Pointe,
where training is provided in the latest digital
technologies. “I’m impressed with all that Braille
Institute does,” Don says, pleased that his brother’s
gift helps so many.
Don checks out a brailling machine as it prints out
one of our Special Collection books for children.

Over 6,900 children’s braille books and
storybook kits distributed FREE of charge.
(FY 2017-2018)

Your support today or a legacy gift in
the future will allow us to continue being
there for men, women, and children who
are living with the difficulties of vision loss.

Tax Strategy Helps
Couple and Helps
Braille Institute
For 22 years, Marty worked as a field instructor
for Braille Institute, teaching daily living skills to
adults with vision loss who were unable to travel to
the center or needed special assistance in their home.
The back of her car would be filled with toolkits to help
people learn how to label appliances, locate numbers
on their phone, handle knives for food preparation,
and navigate safely around their residence —
“whatever they wanted to accomplish,” she says.
A common request, she recalls, was how to identify
the washer and dryer settings to do the laundry.
“I’d leave people’s homes, and my heart would
be so full, knowing I had made a difference in
their lives,” she says.
Marty also taught classes at Braille Institute
in sensory awareness and T’ai Chi Chih, a moving
meditation practice. Her husband, Harvey, a former
automation engineer, often assisted as a volunteer,
helping the students replicate the movements
Marty demonstrated.
Before coming to Braille Institute, Marty taught
high school and worked as an interior designer.

s

AN IRA ROLLOVER
IS AN EASY WAY
TO MAKE A GIFT.
If you’re 70-1/2 or older,
you can use your IRA to
support Braille Institute.
When you roll over the
assets directly,
you pay no income taxes
on the IRA distribution.
Prospective donors should seek the advice of a qualified
tax professional to determine the tax consequences.

She had always enjoyed teaching yet found
herself particularly impressed by the courage
and determination of the Braille Institute students,
and how they lived fully despite sight loss. “They
really wanted to learn. It was very rewarding work,”
she says.
Marty and Harvey regularly donated to Braille
Institute. Then after they retired, their tax advisor
informed them they could reduce their taxable
gross income by directly transferring their
required minimum IRA distribution to a charitable
organization. So the couple took advantage of
the opportunity to make even larger gifts.
“The benefit is significant and helps us too,”
says Harvey. “And in addition, we help an
outstanding organization — Braille Institute.”

A Braille Institute field instructor teaches a student how
to measure the correct amount of detergent for the
washing machine.
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