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Independence
Your gifts help our students — young
and old — learn there are no limits!
Daphne gives credit to Braille Institute for helping
her become the plucky young college freshman she is
today. “It’s been an amazing journey,” she says. Born
blind due to a hereditary eye disorder of the retina,
Daphne was only seven when she joined Braille Institute’s
youth choir: “I loved music so much, and I wanted to
make new friends!”
As a member of the choir, she particularly enjoyed
the summer musical performances. These included roles
as the Genie in Aladdin KIDS and Sebastian, the crab, in
Little Mermaid JR. The stage shows featured costumes
and choreography. “Choreography is one of my deepest
insecurities,” Daphne confesses. “I always worry if I’m going
to run into someone or trip.” But once she felt herself
connecting with the audience, any anxiety due to her blindness
vanished. Looking back, she exclaims, “It was super fun!”

Daphne

Daphne took full advantage of Braille Institute’s FREE
programs for youth, from cooking and drama classes to
[see Growing Up with Braille Institute, P2]
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“I have learned to be independent and do things for
myself. I have proved I am able to achieve something.”
										— Daphne
[Growing Up with Braille Institute from cover]

field trips where she went rock climbing, whitewater
rafting, skiing, and navigated a ropes course with a
zip line. She also took part in The Braille Challenge®,
Braille Institute’s national braille literacy competition,
and Cane Quest®, its orientation and mobility contest.
“My experiences at Braille Institute made me less
fearful and gave me the opportunity to meet
people of all ages,” she says.
But perhaps the one experience that had the
biggest impact during her 11 years growing up
with Braille Institute was the opportunity to visit a
university while a high school student. During her visit
to California State University, Long Beach (CSULB),
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Daphne explored the campus and learned about
resources for students with disabilities. The Braille
Institute program gave her the confidence to enroll
there after graduation.
Filled with determination to follow her dreams,
Daphne says, “I have learned to be independent
and do things for myself. I have proved I am able to
achieve something. Because of Braille Institute,
I tell myself, if you want to do it . . . go for it!”
When you support Braille Institute, your gifts help
our students — young and old — learn there are no
limits to what they can accomplish thanks to the FREE
life-changing programs and services we offer!
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Daphne’s journey through photos: 1) Proud college freshman, 2) Performing onstage, 3) Braving the rapids,
4) Poster child for Braille Institute at age 7
Visit BrailleInstitute.org for more about our programs, events, and student stories.

Vision Loss Doesn’t Limit Alzia’s Caring Heart
“I so love giving back and want to help others,
just like Braille Institute has helped me!” — Alzia
By seventh grade, Alzia was unable to see the
blackboard at school, and glasses didn’t help. It
wasn’t until she was 15 that the cause was diagnosed
— keratoconus, a disease characterized by irregularshaped corneas. Even with special contact lenses,
Alzia couldn’t have a job that required reading.
Instead, she sought work opportunities in food
services, security, retail, and modeling. As her sight
worsened, a friend recommended Braille Institute.
Alzia soon immersed herself in classes such
as Daily Living Skills that taught her how to
cook with a microwave and organize her home.
Orientation and Mobility training helped her get
around safely with a white cane. Classes in ballroom
dancing, ceramics, and bowling gave her a renewed
zest for life, and she spent many pleasurable hours
with audiobooks and large print magazines from
Braille Institute’s Library Services. “All the classes
helped me learn how to live a different way,”
says Alzia with enthusiasm.
Because of Braille Institute’s encouragement,
Alzia decided to take classes at a community college
and become certified as a childcare worker. She
now works at a preschool, which she greatly enjoys.
The children, she says, are intrigued by her low
vision aids — magnifiers, a monocular, and
something she describes as “space glasses
that bring objects closer.”
Grateful for the difference Braille Institute
has made in her life, Alzia designated Braille
Institute as a beneficiary of her life insurance
policy in her estate plan. “I so love giving back
and want to help others,” she declares warmly,
“just like Braille Institute has helped me!”

As Alzia will agree, a bequest is one
of the simplest ways to support Braille
Institute and provide hope and help
for people who have vision loss.

The Braille Challenge® — Advancing Braille Literacy
Knowing braille helps children who are blind or visually impaired to succeed
in school and find future employment
To encourage children and teens with vision loss to
learn braille, Braille Institute created and coordinates
the annual national competition known as The Braille
Challenge®.
Each year, this highly anticipated event draws
more than 1,000 students who test their proficiency in
preliminary regional exams throughout the United States
and Canada. Everyone’s a winner, as the students take
pride in their braille skills, make new friends, and gain
the confidence to aim high.
The 50 top-scoring students then advance to the
finals in Los Angeles. The two-day event on June 15
and 16, 2018 will take place on the University of Southern
California campus, giving the students a taste of
college life and introducing them to the idea of higher
education. Equally important, as the contestants all
agree, “The Braille Challenge means having fun!”
As a valued friend of Braille Institute, you know that
young people living with sight loss deserve the chance
to achieve their highest potential. Your support of our
programs is a wonderful way to open up a new world
of opportunity for the many thousands of children
who benefit from our FREE services.

Are You Using Your Will-Power?
As you consider ways you might contribute to
Braille Institute and still ensure the financial
security of your family, examine the advantages
of a planned bequest. Such a bequest could
enable you to be more generous than you ever
thought possible.

Board Member Rick Nelson (left) and his wife, Dot,
(right) have helped ensure that Braille Institute will
offer life-changing, FREE services like The Braille
Challenge for years to come by naming Braille
Institute as a beneficiary in their estate plan.
741 North Vermont Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90029
1-800-BRAILLE (272-4553), Ext. 1238
www.BrailleInstitute.org
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Peter A. Mindnich
President
Braille Institute of America, Inc.
741 North Vermont Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90029

From the President
Dear Caring Friend:
All of us want to feel that our lives have meaning. We want to know that after we are gone,
we have made a difference, and the world will be a better place for our being here.
So what can you do that will have lasting impact? How can you create a legacy that will
be your unique and special gift to the world?
There’s a saying that goes, “If you want to touch the past, touch a rock. If you want to
touch the present, touch a flower. If you want to touch the future, touch a life.”
The power to touch many lives is in your hands. You can help many thousands of men,
women, and children who are blind or visually impaired to overcome the barriers caused
by vision loss. And it’s as easy as including Braille Institute as a beneficiary in your
will or trust.
Legacy gifts made through your will or trust are critically important for ensuring the
future of Braille Institute’s FREE programs and services. As the population ages, the
number of people affected by vision loss will increase . . . along with the need for our
vital help.
Best of all, you don’t have to be wealthy to leave a legacy. Most bequests are made by
people like you who just want to help others. On the back of this letter, you can read
about some options as well as the income and tax benefits.
Please contact our Philanthropy Department today at 1-800-Braille (272-4553), Ext. 1238
to learn how easy it is to turn your compassion into a lasting legacy of hope.
Sincerely,

 eter A. Mindnich
P
President

Your will-- power can transform
P.S. 
lives for generations to come!
www.brailleinstitute.org • 1-800-BRAILLE (272-4553)

Creating your legacy at Braille Institute

is as easy as 1-2-3!

Include Braille Institute in Your Will

1
2
3

By including Braille Institute of America in your will or trust, your
generosity will brighten the lives of thousands of children and adults
served by Braille Institute each year. Please designate your bequest to:
Braille Institute of America, Inc., a California Nonprofit Corporation
with principal offices currently located at 741 North Vermont Avenue,
Los Angeles, CA 90029-3594. Tax Identification Number: 95-1641426.

A Charitable Gift Annuity Is a Great Way
to Give . . . and Receive
With a Braille Institute Charitable Gift Annuity, you can enjoy a safe,
high return on your savings while helping people with vision loss — a true
win-win! In exchange for your contribution, you receive a return of up to 9%
annually, depending on your age, in the form of annuity payments for the
remainder of your life. You also receive a current income tax deduction,
and part of each annuity payment is tax free!

Roll Over Your IRA . . . and Lower Your
Adjusted Gross Income
Donors age 70 1/2 or older can roll over assets from their IRAs. Funds
of any amount — up to $100,000 per person per calendar year — must
be transferred directly from your financial institution to Braille Institute.
Gifts count toward your annual Required Minimum Distribution (RMD)
requirement. You pay no income taxes on the IRA distribution.

Questions? Please call our Philanthropy Department at
1-800-BRAILLE (272-4553), Ext. 1238 to learn more.

