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 Angela D. wasn’t aware she lacked peripheral 
(side) vision.  For years she just thought she was a 
little clumsy.  So she was shocked when her doctor 
diagnosed her with retinitis pigmentosa and told her 
that she likely would eventually go blind.    

 By 2014, she was no longer able to drive or work 
at her church where she was a financial officer and 
community pastor.  And, to make things worse, she  
was losing her balance much more often.  

 That is when she contacted Braille Institute for 
help — “not willingly,” she admits.  Now Angela is 
an enthusiastic student.  Classes in balance, sensory 
training, cooking, and independent living skills 
are giving her a new outlook.  “The instructors are 
incredible,” she exclaims.  “Within six months I wasn’t 
falling down all the time anymore.” 

 Working with an orientation and mobility specialist, 
she learned to listen for traffic, sense the sun’s location, 
and identify neighborhood markers.  Angela now 
navigates safely around her community with the help of 
a white cane.  “Braille Institute builds your confidence 
so you don’t have to stay cooped up at home,” she 
says happily.

 When it was suggested that learning braille could 
help her be even more independent, Angela jumped 
at the chance to take a class.  “Reading braille exercises 
a different part of the brain than listening.  There’s a 
lot of memorization.  I tell myself this is my Alzheimer’s 
deterrent,” she explains with a laugh. 
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 With all the skills she has gained at 
Braille Institute, Angela stays active and 
enjoys her life, especially outings with her 
two grandchildren.  “They see me, and it 
teaches them that one can overcome one’s 
disabilities.  At Braille Institute you get both 
your body and your brain moving.  They don’t 
let you feel sorry for yourself,” she affirms.

 In gratitude for all of the FREE life-
changing help Braille Institute has provided 
her, and to help ensure that for many years to 
come others will be able to receive this same 
help, Angela has signed up to become a 
regular monthly donor.

 “I’m thankful for all the wonderful 
opportunities here,” she says.  “How blessed 
we are to have such quality instructors and to 
know that we can still have a productive life 
despite vision loss.”
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[Thankful from cover]

Visit BrailleInstitute.org for more about our programs, events, and student stories. 

From Devastation to Joy
 “Driving on a winding road in Virginia, I ran off the 
road and almost hit a woman walking with her toddler.  
My brain had not registered that they were there.”  This 
is how Maile A. describes the incident that sent her to 
the doctor.  The diagnosis — retinitis pigmentosa (RP).  
Already in shock, Maile remembers the doctor saying, as 
he guided her out the door, “You are going blind.  We 
close at 5.  Have a good night.” 

 Despite her gradually deteriorating vision, Maile’s 
life progressed fairly normally until, after a very difficult 
pregnancy, her son was born with several severe medical 
problems and sadly passed away.  To add to her grief, 
Maile learned that there are many diseases that stem 
from mothers with RP, and her son had one of them.  She 
remembers lamenting that, “I had always been a good 
person to everyone I met and could not understand why 
this was happening.”

 Eventually Maile moved to Santa Barbara, California 
to help care for her dad who was in poor health.  Once 
there, she discovered Braille Institute’s regional center 
and learned that they could help her adapt to life with 
her limited vision.  In the beginning, it was awkward.  
But after the first week or two she realized, “I can either 
choose to be miserable, or I can learn how to be the 
best me I can be.

 I learned I can do anything I need to do — maybe a 
little slower or differently than someone, but I can do it 
nonetheless.  I now prepare my dad’s meals confidently.   
I know how to defend myself after taking the self-defense 
class, and I realize that I am not useless.

 This is why Braille Institute will be in my will.  They 
have allowed me to have quality of life again.  For that,  
I am forever grateful,” says a smiling Maile. 

“ For the first time since my diagnosis, I am alive 
— moving forward joyfully.” 

— Maile A.

“Braille Institute 
has made a huge 
difference by 
helping me realize I 
could keep my job, 
stay independent 
and not be a burden 
to my children.”

— Nancy R.

USE YOUR IRA to 
Help Braille Institute
Take advantage of the IRA Charitable Rollover 
today!

•  Gift counts toward your annual Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) requirement. 

•  You pay no income taxes on the IRA 
distribution. 

•  Donors age 70½ or older transfer assets from 
their IRAs directly to Braille Institute. 

•  Funds must be transferred directly from the 
donor’s financial institution to Braille.

Call our Philanthropy  
Department at  
1-800-BRAILLE  
(272-4553),  
Ext. 1256 for  
more information.

 Since childhood, Nancy R. has experienced numerous vision 
problems but has always overcome this obstacle.  Even after she 
was diagnosed with macular degeneration, Nancy continued 
to work, becoming a chief financial officer for a systems 
engineering firm.

 That is, until the day she suddenly lost the central vision in 
her right eye.  This new complication left her legally blind in that 
eye, and she struggled to read the fine print on the invoices at 
work.  When her doctors told her there was nothing they could 
do, Nancy was devastated and gave notice at her job.  “I felt 
useless, that my life was over,” she says. 

 Recalling how much her mother, who also suffered from 
macular degeneration, enjoyed listening to Braille Institute’s 
audiobooks, Nancy contacted our Anaheim center for help.  
Now, like her mother, she is a huge fan of our audiobooks.  

 While at our Anaheim center, Nancy met with a low vision 
consultant and learned to her surprise that a video magnifier 
would allow her to read documents, like invoices.  Nancy 
immediately called her employer.  “Can I un-quit?” she asked.  
“You can start right now,” they said, and Nancy is still  
employed today. 

 “Braille Institute made a huge difference by helping me 
realize I could keep my job, stay independent, and not be a 
burden to my children,” Nancy says with emotion. 

 Grateful for her new life, Nancy decided to express her thanks 
by supporting Braille Institute through a charitable gift annuity.  

 “I won’t always be able to earn my living,” she says.  “So the 
annuity payments offer me security that there’s money to live on.  
And I can help others like me through my support.”

She Kept Her Job —  
Thanks to Braille Institute

With a Braille Institute Charitable Gift Annuity, you can enjoy 
a safe, high return on your money while helping people with 
vision loss — a true win-win situation.  In exchange for your 
contribution, you receive a return of up to 9%, depending on 
your age, in the form of guaranteed annuity payments for the 
rest of your life.  You also get a current income tax deduction, 
and part of each annuity payment may be tax free.

For more information, return the enclosed reply card, or call 
1-800-BRAILLE (272-4553), Ext. 1256 today for your free, no 
obligation gift illustration, or just to ask questions.  Never a 
fee and no hidden charges.

Earn Up to 9% Annual Income for Life 

This is not legal advice. Prospective donors should seek the advice 
of a qualified estate and/or tax professional to determine the 
consequences of his or her gift.

Jean DewdneySample Gift Annuity Rates  
for One Recipient

Call for rates of other ages, or for two recipients. 
Rates in effect as of 10/2016

Age 65 75 85  90+

% 4.7 5.8 7.8 9.0
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Dear Friend,

As we approach the holiday season, 
gratitude is in the air at Braille Institute.  

Our students express gratitude for the progress they have 
made during the past year — the skills they have learned and the 
increased independence they have achieved.  I hear so many of them 
express heartfelt appreciation that all the services at Braille Institute 
are provided free of charge. 

My heart is also filled with gratitude for your support.  Thanks 
to your gifts, our students have access to a wide breadth of free 
classes and services that transform their lives.

In this issue of Scene, you’ll read inspiring stories about students 
who have become donors just like you.  Angela, who is thankful for 
her newfound skills, has become a monthly donor.  Nancy, who we 
helped return to work, is supporting Braille through a charitable gift 
annuity.  And, Maile, who learned she can still do anything she needs 
to do — maybe a little slower or differently — has remembered Braille 
Institute in her will. 

We look forward to staying connected with you through the 
coming year as we continue to see the lives of those who are visually 
impaired transformed on a daily basis.

With our best wishes for the holiday season and heartfelt 
gratitude for all that you do. 

Peter A. Mindnich 
President

From the President

741 North Vermont Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90029

1-800-BRAILLE (272-4553), Ext. 1238
www.BrailleInstitute.org
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While it’s natural to leave bequests to 
loved ones, there’s another group that 
deserves your generosity: children and 
adults who are blind or visually impaired.

By including Braille Institute of America in  
your will or trust, you’ll help brighten the 
lives of the thousands of children and 
adults served by Braille Institute each year.

Please designate your bequest to 
“Braille Institute of America, Inc., a 
California Nonprofit Corporation with 
principal offices currently located at 741 
North Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 
90029-3594.”

Tax Identification Number: 95-1641426. 
To request more information, call our 
Philanthropy Department at 1-800-BRAILLE 
(272-4553), Ext. 1256.

Include 40,000 People 

IN YOUR WILL

Your Gift Today Will Change a Life! 
 Thanks to Braille Institute’s FREE classes 
and services, a new world of opportunity and 
independence has opened up for thousands of  
men, women, and children!  But right now so many  
more people living with vision loss are in desperate 
need of the help and support we can give.

 Please rush your generous gift today.  And 
do not forget to include this reply form to ensure 
faster processing.  To make an immediate 
difference, go to www.BrailleInstitute.org and 
make your gift online.  Thank you!

S217

Braille Institute is a 501(c)(3) organization.   
Your contribution is tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Mr. and Mrs. John Smith 
1234 Main Street
Anytown, USA 12345-6789

Gift from Mr. and Mrs. John Smith

         Yes!  I want to give men, women, and children who are blind or visually impaired the support and 
skills they need to live confidently and independently.  Here is my gift of: 
  
         q $35     q $50     q $100     q $250     q $               

Please make your check payable to Braille 
Institute of America and return it with this 
reply form in the envelope provided.  

To give by credit card, please see the back 
of this form.  Thank you!

741 North Vermont Avenue  •  Los Angeles, CA 90029
1-800-BRAILLE (272-4553), Ext. 1238  •  www.BrailleInstitute.org




