
 
WORLD 

RELIGIONS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BRAILLE INSTITUTE 
Library Services 

Large-Print Catalog 



 2 
 

                      8/00 
            
  



 i

 
 
 

FOREWORD 
 

Braille Institute Library Services is committed to providing 
high quality services and bibliographical support.  To serve 
our patrons better, we have prepared this bibliography, 
produced in large print. 
 
World Religions is an eclectic publication that serves to 
introduce the reader to the religions of the world.  In its 
pursuit, this reading tool is a cross-cultural offering that 
surveys paganism, the sacred texts of various beliefs, and 
their bearing on civilization’s contemporary religions. 
 
Our Information Resources Librarian Julie Uyeno and the 
library staff believe that some of these books will interest 
you.  We trust you will find this publication useful. 
 
 
     Henry C. Chang, Ph.D., 
     Director of Library Services 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
This bibliography includes books on the major 
religions throughout the world.   
 
There are many religions covered, such as:  
Primitive Religion; Buddhism; Christianity; 
Islam; Judaism; Taoism; and much more.   
 
The books are arranged by subject, and then by 
author and title.  In the back of the bibliography, 
there is an author index, a title index, and a book 
order form. 
 
Enjoy reading about world religions! 
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WORLD RELIGIONS OVERVIEW 
 
 
Bach, Marcus 
Major Religions of the World 
BR 02537 
Brief survey introducing the reader to Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto, Islam, 
and Christianity. 
 
Cavendish, Richard 
The Great Religions 
BR 04915 / RD 16910 
Traces the history of the major religions of the world from their 
beginnings to the present day. Portrays their founders, leaders, and 
struggles and compares their central beliefs and attitudes to show 
both similarities and differences. 
 
Clarke, Thomas J. 
People and Their Religions, Part 1 
RC 30878 / BR 08042 
Discusses the histories, beliefs, practices, and celebrations of 
Judaism and Christianity. Includes short quotations from the 
Christian and Jewish Bibles. Easy reading for junior and senior 
high and older readers. 
 
Clarke, Thomas J. 
People and Their Religions, Part 2 
RC 30879 / BR 08043 
Discusses the histories, beliefs, practices and celebrations of 
Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism. Includes short quotations from 
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the Koran, the Upanishads, the Bhagavad Gita, and the teachings 
of Buddha. Easy reading for junior and senior high and older 
readers. 
 
Haskins, James 
Religions 
RC 16510 / BR 02609 
Surveys the origins and practices of Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. For grades 6-9. 
 
Life 
The World's Great Religions 
BRB 10293 
Based on a series that originally appeared in Life Magazine, 
history, rituals and quotations from Hinduism, Buddhism, the 
Chinese philosophies, Islam, Judaism and Christianity are 
described. 
 
Merton, Thomas 
Thoughts on the East 
RC 45532 / BR 11276 
Reflections of a noted Trappist monk and writer on major 
religions of the East. Defines and describes Taoism, Buddhism, 
Sufism, and Hinduism. Observes principles and themes that these 
religions share with their Western counterparts. Includes 
introductory materials by George Woodcock. 
 
Rice, Edward E. 
The Five Great Religions 
RC 09154 
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A survey of Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and 
Christianity concentrates on the essence of each faith, comparing 
underlying similarities and differences with the aim of promoting 
reflection and understanding. For junior and senior high and adult 
readers. 
 
Sacred Texts of the World 
RC 19968 
Survey of the key texts taken from world religions, including 
ancient dead religions as well as Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shintoism, 
Sikhism, modern religions, and  secular worldviews. 
 
Seeger, Elizabeth 
Eastern Religions 
RC 10714 
Traces the history, beliefs, leaders, traditions, and ethics of Far 
Eastern religions including Hinduism and Buddhism from India, 
Confucianism and Taoism from China, and Shinto from Japan. 
For grades 6-9 and older interested readers. 
 
Smart, Ninian 
World Views, Crosscultural Explorations of Human Beliefs 
RC 20445 
A cross-cultural introduction to religion examines the six major 
blocs of belief systems in the world: the modern West, the Marxist 
bloc, the Islamic crescent, old Asia, Central and South America, 
and Black Africa. Explores  secular ideologies as well as 
traditional religions and emphasizes the need for greater 
understanding among the people of the world. 
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Spence, Hartzell 
The Story of America's Religions 
BR 00631 
Essays surveying 14 religious groups, by an author whose thesis is 
that "our social patterns are the result of religious beliefs and 
customs translated into democratic action." 
 
Stroup, Herbert Hewitt 
Founders of Living Religions 
RC 11934 
Introduction to the lives and teachings of eight founders of living 
religions. Emphasizes the founders' birth, family connections, 
education and calling, and journeys to promulgate the new faith. 
Vardhamana, Gautama, Nanak, Lao-tzu, Confucius, Zoroaster, 
Jesus, and Muhammad are the men of faith. 
 
PRIMITIVE RELIGIONS 
 
Brown, Peter Robert Lamont 
The Rise of Western Christendom 
RC 42494 
A history of the first thousand years of Christianity. Traces its rise 
from the last centuries of the Roman empire to the formation of 
western Christendom and its spread in diverse forms across Asia 
Minor and North Africa. Explains how Christianity became 
Europe's dominant political and  cultural force by the year 1000. 
 
Carmody, Denise Lardner 
The Oldest God 
RC 17638 
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A layman's introduction to religions of the earliest civilizations 
and archaic practices that have survived in Buddhism, Islam, and 
Christianity.  Also discusses ancient religions still being practiced 
by American Indians, Australian aborigines, and primitive tribes 
of Africa. 
 
Durant, Will 
Caesar and Christ 
RC 10350 
Part III of “The Story of Civilization.” Surveys all aspects of life 
in ancient Rome including the struggle between Christian and 
Pagan forces. 
 
Horsley, Richard A. 
The Message and the Kingdom 
RC 47641 
Two historians trace connections between religion and politics in 
ancient times, relying in part on first-century archaeological 
evidence. They argue that early Christianity challenged a 
government that preached personal achievement and self-reliance 
but denied most of its subject’s opportunities for advancement. 
 
Lane Fox, Robin 
Pagans and Christians 
RC 25510 
Ancient history and church history merge in this chronicle that 
brings to life the momentous transition from paganism to 
Christianity during the third century A.D. Fox, a classicist and 
historian, lovingly portrays the pagan  world of cults and festivals 
and the civic order of the Roman Empire. 
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BUDDHISM 
 
Anderson, Walt 
Open Secrets 
RC 15767 
Introduction to Tantric Buddhism showing where Buddhist 
thought parallels Western humanistic and psychological practices. 
Includes a short history of Buddhism, an introduction to Buddhist 
basics, a look at some of the  mythology and psychology of 
Buddhism, exercises to attain a proper frame of body and mind, 
and a foray into some of the more mystical Buddhist practices. 
 
Bstan-dzin-rgya-mtsho, Dalai Lama XIV 
The Art of Happiness 
RC 47827 
Following conversations with the Dalai Lama, psychiatrist Cutler 
presents the Buddhist leader's methods for maintaining happiness. 
The Dalai Lama's basic belief is hope and connectedness. He 
offers genuine and lasting inner peace through trust in the 
fundamental gentleness and goodness of all human beings, 
compassion, and a policy of kindness. Bestseller. 
 
Burtt, Edwin A. 
The Teachings of the Compassionate Buddha 
BR 07899 
Millions now practice the Oriental religion of Buddhism, founded 
twenty-five centuries ago by Siddhartha Gautama of India. This 
book includes the early scriptures of Buddhism, as well as 
Buddhist thought in  later centuries. 
 
Edmonds, I. G. 
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Buddhism 
RC 14161 
An introduction to one of the world's great religions covers its 
history, principles, and philosophy and the role of Buddhism 
today. For grades 5-8 and older interested readers. 
 
Harvey, Peter 
An Introduction to Buddhism 
RC 34538 
Harvey's account of the 2,500-year history of Buddhism describes 
its development from origins in India, its expansion throughout 
Asia, and its introduction into Europe and America. He discusses 
the practices of ethics, devotion, monasticism, and meditation, 
pointing out the diversity within Buddhist traditions as well as the 
beliefs and rites common throughout the Buddhist world. 
 
Humphreys, Christmas 
A Western Approach to Zen 
BR 02278 
An inquiry into the future of Zen in the West, explaining how 
students who are unable to spend long years in monasteries can 
still learn the wisdom of Zen. 
 
Kapleau, Philip 
Zen 
RC 14258 
A collection of dialogues and letters relating Zen master Kapleau's 
experiences in conducting retreats, introductory workshops, and 
lectures. A founder of the Rochester Zen Center in 1966, he has 
guided hundreds of disciples to the spiritual mastery of Zen. 
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Karma-glin-pa 
The Tibetan Book of the Dead 
RC 16666 
A new translation of a Tibetan Buddhist scriptural work 
describing the mind's projections immediately after death. 
 
Sogyal, Rinpoche 
The Tibetan Book of Living and Dying 
RC 36890 / BR 09358 
Buddhist spiritual leader Rinpoche maintains that most westerners 
need a fundamental change in attitude towards death and dying--
they need to understand the truth of impermanence. He discusses 
practicing to prepare for death and helping others with death. He 
stresses his belief in the importance of the dying person's last 
thoughts being filled with positive emotions and sacred feeling 
while the person lets go of grasping, yearning, and attachment. 
 
Van de Wetering, Janwillem 
The Empty Mirror 
RC 10589 
After a year-and-a-half stay in a Japanese Buddhist monastery in 
Kyoto, the Dutch author discovers that Zen offers no dramatic 
revelations or salvation. He finds that the quest for peace is truly 
within him. 
 
Watts, Alan 
The Way of Zen 
RC 12238 
An exploration, based on early Chinese records, of the 
background, history, principles, and practices of an ancient 
Oriental philosophy. 
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JUDAISM 
 
Bokser, Ben Zion 
The Jewish Mystical Tradition 
RC 17500 
In a brief introduction, professor, rabbi, and author Bosker 
explains the general nature of mysticism, with particular emphasis 
on Jewish mysticism.  Most of the book consists of mystical 
writings, including selections from such Jewish mystics as Moses 
Maimonides and Isaac Luria and texts from the Bible and the 
Talmud. All selections have a brief introduction. 
 
Fackenheim, Emil L. 
What is Judaism? 
BR 07365 
The distinguished Jewish philosopher discusses the effect of two 
momentous events, the Holocaust and the creation of Israel, on the 
Jewish religion and the Jewish people. With personal 
reminiscences and references to Jewish  legend and midrashic 
stories, he then examines the meaning of the Torah to the Jews of 
today and addresses such issues as anti-Semitism, assimilation, 
prayer, repentance, and the Messiah. 
 
Gross, David C. 
[One thousand one] Questions and Answers about Judaism 
RC 16852 
These questions and answers, divided into ten chapters, 
encompass facts about the religion, culture, tradition, and history 
of Judaism. 
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Helmreich, William B. 
Wake Up, Wake Up, to Do the Work of the Creator 
RC 10300 
Personal account of a special year in the life of a Yeshiva student.  
Incorporates Jewish history and explains Orthodox Judaism. 
 
Himelstein, Shmuel 
The Jewish Primer 
RC 31282 
Rabbi Himelstein has written this book for Jews, as well as non-
Jews, who seek a greater knowledge of Jewish religion and 
culture. In question and answer format, he explains the Torah and 
the Talmud and discusses topics such as the Jewish calendar, 
prayer, the Sabbath and high holy days, various festivals, dietary 
laws, medical questions, and clothing. 
 
Kushner, Harold S. 
To Life! 
RC 37461 
Kushner offers Jews and Gentiles an account of Jewish life, which 
he describes as "being part of a very special community...made 
special by its relationship to God." His topics include Jewish 
customs and ceremonies, the purpose of prayer, the Jews' love of 
Israel, anti-Semitism, and a discussion of the roots of both Jewish 
and Christian beliefs. 
 
Sachar, Howard Morley 
A History of the Jews in America 
RC 36162 
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Sachar, a professor of modern history, begins with the 
transplanting of European Jews to the New World and the 
establishment of New Amsterdam in 1654. He discusses 
subsequent Jewish immigration, especially from eastern  Europe; 
challenges newcomers face adapting to a new world while 
retaining their heritage; milestones in Jewish life, such as the 
Holocaust and the Six-Day War; and Jewish involvement in 
society. 
 
Sigal, Phillip 
Judaism 
RC 29914 
Traces the development of Judaism from its pre-Israelite origins 
to the modern era. Includes the history of early Christianity, 
compares the relationship between the two faiths, and concludes 
with a chapter on the role of women in Judaism from Eve to 
contemporary rabbis. 
 
Steinberg, Milton 
Basic Judaism 
RC 10368 
The ideals, beliefs, and practices of the Jewish religion written for 
both Jews and non-Jews. Sets forth the significance of the Torah, 
and outlines the Jewish idea of God and the Jewish concept of the 
good life. 
 
Trepp, Leo 
The Complete Book of Jewish Observance 
RC 17794 
An encyclopedic introduction to the tradition and rituals of the 
Jewish religion that covers virtually all aspects of Jewish 
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observance. Rabbi Trepp briefly describes the historical 
development of each rite and the divergent  practices among 
Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist Jewry. 
 
Wouk, Herman 
This is My God 
RC 14388 
Sketches the broad subject of Judaism, touching its history, 
beliefs, laws, liturgy, observances, and place in the American and 
world communities today. 
 
 

TAOISM 
 
Lao-tzu 
The Tao 
BR 05722 
Translation of the sayings ascribed to the fifth-century B.C. 
Chinese philosopher Lao-tzu, who is credited with the founding of 
the philosophy of Taoism. This anti-Confucian doctrine holds that 
the ideal state is one in which man is free from all striving in 
accord with the natural functioning  of the universe. 
 
Lao-tzu 
The Way and Its Power 
RC 30489 
The "Tao Te Ching" is one of two books setting forth the beliefs 
of Taoism, a philosophy that began in China in the fifth century 
B.C.  The author's purpose in this translation of the "Tao Te 
Ching" with an extended introduction is to reveal what the book 
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meant when it was first written and to excite an interest in the 
study of Chinese civilization and thought. 
 
Lao-tzu 
The Way of Life According to Lao-tzu 
BRB 10442 
This is the Bible of Taoism, one of the three great religions of 
China. 
 
CHRISTIANITY 
 
Bokenkotter, Thomas S. 
Church and Revolution 
BR 12513 
Traces the transformation of the Catholic Church from a 
conservative institution during the French Revolution to a 
progressive force in twentieth-century world affairs. Portrays 
religious and political figures such as Daniel O'Connell, Bishop 
Henry Edward Manning, Michael Collins, Dorothy Day, and Lech 
Walesa, and assesses their contributions to this change in policy. 
 
Bokenkotter, Thomas S. 
Essential Catholicism 
RC 23352 
Comprehensive one-volume presentation of the main doctrines 
and practices of the Catholic Church. Also focuses on 
contemporary issues in the church. 
 
Catholicism and Politics in Communist Societies 
RC 35405 
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Discusses the relationship between the Catholic church and 
socialist systems in Eastern Europe, Latin America, and Asia. 
Examines changes within the church from historical and 
contemporary perspectives. Sequel to “Eastern  Christianity and 
Politics in the Twentieth Century” (RC 29273). 
 
Clarke, Thomas J. 
People and Their Religions, Part 1 
RC 30878 / BR 08042 
Discusses the histories, beliefs, practices, and celebrations of 
Judaism and Christianity. Includes short quotations from the 
Christian and Jewish Bibles. Easy reading for junior and senior 
high and older readers. 
 
Colson, Charles W. 
Kingdoms in Conflict 
RC 33174 
The ex-Watergate conspirator and born-again Christian looks at 
issues of church and state in a series of essays and historical 
vignettes. He argues that those who want religion to dominate in 
politics have gone too far, but that religion is still essential in the 
political world. 
 
Colson, Charles W. 
Loving God 
RC 23729 
The author maintains that most professing Christians do not really 
know how to obey the greatest commandment: to love God. To 
illustrate his thesis, the text draws on the teachings and lives of 
Christians from Augustine and  Calvin to Mother Teresa and the 
modern evangelists. 
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Deedy, John G. 
American Catholicism 
RC 27625 
A state-of-the American-Catholic-church report from the former 
editor of "Commonweal." Deedy focuses on the widening schism 
between the American church and Rome, and examines the 
rebellions and loyalties within major Catholic groupings. He 
highlights what he believes to be the growing revolt of the 
bishops, priests, laity, women, and minorities, and foresees a  
possible defection by many American Catholics. 
 
Eastern Christianity and Politics in the Twentieth Century 
RC 29273 
A comprehensive history of Orthodox and non-Chalcedonian 
churches in the twentieth century. A group of historians and 
priests describes prerevolutionary and postrevolutionary church-
state relationships in areas  under Communist control. Among the 
churches discussed are: the Russian, Romanian, Greek, and 
Finnish Orthodox churches and the Armenian Apostolic Church. 
 
Ford, Leighton 
One Way to Change the World 
BR 01501 
The Vice-President of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
attempts to find answers to today's perplexities. Believing that the 
Christian faith is revolutionary, he considers the state of society, 
the problems of modern  youth, the failures of the institutional 
church, and the dissemination of the gospels. 
 
Foster, Richard J. 
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Prayer 
RC 37634 
Foster, who believes that many do not recognize that they pray, 
hopes to increase understanding of prayer so it will become more 
"intentional in practice." He divides prayer into the three 
movements he believes address human needs: inward, seeking 
transformation; upward, seeking intimacy; and outward, seeking 
ministry. 
 
Graham, Billy 
Facing Death and the Life After 
RC 29091 / BR 07179 
Evangelist Billy Graham sees death as "the last enemy." He 
contends that instead of avoiding the subject we should frankly 
discuss its inevitability and view life as preparation for death. By 
understanding the Christian perspective on death, and "through 
our relationship with Christ," we can  conquer this final enemy. 
 
Haskins, Susan 
Mary Magdalen 
RC 42978 
Scriptural exegesis, history, and art serve as the sources for this 
portrait of the renowned female saint and intimate of Jesus. 
Haskins demonstrates how through the ages the image of Mary 
Magdalen has merged with other biblical  figures to become that 
of the penitent prostitute, a portrayal that epitomizes the 
subordinate role of women in the church and in society. Haskins 
reevaluates that concept. 
 
Hobe, Phyllis 
Never Alone 
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RC 25885 
Spiritual tract of warmth and wisdom describing being alone as a 
time when God "challenges" one to "become the person He 
created." Hobe's thesis is that by leading a life of one's own a 
woman or a man can stop being the person other people expect 
and develop into the person she or he really is. 
 
Hughes, Philip 
A Popular History of the Catholic Church 
RC 12465 
Survey from the early days of primitive Catholicism to the 
contemporary scene, including information about recent Popes 
Benedict XV, Pius XI, and Pius XII. 
 
Idinopulos, Thomas A. 
Jerusalem Blessed, Jerusalem Cursed 
RC 35169 
An examination of the city of Jerusalem, where for centuries 
millions of Jews, Christians, and Muslims from around the world 
have gathered to hear the word of God. The author discusses the 
importance of Jerusalem to each  religious tradition, the history of 
Zionism and the intifada," and the future of Jerusalem. 
 
John Paul II, Pope 
The Gospel of Life 
RC 41275 
Pope John Paul II's Encyclical Letter of March 25, 1995, 
regarding abortion, euthanasia, the death penalty, ecology, and 
biological engineering. Bestseller. 
 
Johnson, Paul 
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Pope John XXIII 
RC 12734 
Catches the quality that made Pope John so universally admired. 
Brings into focus the political, theological, and economic realities 
of the Church that shaped him. 
 
Lane Fox, Robin 
Pagans and Christians 
RC 25510 
Ancient history and church history merge in this chronicle that 
brings to life the momentous transition from paganism to 
Christianity during the third century A.D. Fox, a classicist and 
historian, lovingly portrays the pagan world of cults and festivals 
and the civic order of the Roman Empire. 
 
Lawrence, of the Resurrection, Brother 
The Practice of the Presence of God 
BR 07688 
A classic work by a humble man who was a soldier, a footman, 
and a monastery cook. His one desire was for communion with 
God, and he became a Carmelite lay brother in 1666 in Paris, 
taking the name Brother Lawrence. 
 
Lindsey, Hal 
Satan is Alive and Well on Planet Earth 
RC 10645 
Attempt to define Satan and his effect on the world through the 
author's experiences with him. 
 
Lippy, Charles H. 
Christianity Comes to the Americas, 1492-1776 
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RC 36107 
The authors, two religion professors and one former seminary 
college president, examine the influence of Britain, France, and 
Spain on the development of Christianity in the Americas. 
Accounts of Jesuits, Puritans, and other resolute individuals who 
came to the New World demonstrate how these religious people 
adapted their practices to the communities in which they labored. 
 
Marshall, Catherine 
To Live Again 
RC 14642 
Because of her firm religious faith, Mrs. Marshall was able to 
make a new life for herself after her husband's death. 
 
Martin, Malachi 
The Decline and Fall of the Roman Church 
RC 18019 
A former Jesuit and Vatican insider presents a subjective history 
of the Roman Catholic Church from the time of Peter to the 
present. He argues that the Church has consistently sacrificed its 
spiritual power for political and economic ends. 
 
Peale, Norman Vincent 
The Power of Positive Living 
RC 33609 / BR 08765 
Peale considers himself a happy person, and is concerned about 
people who are not. Now, as a sequel to "The Power of Positive 
Thinking," he offers further help for those who want to turn their 
lives around. Using letters, anecdotes, and examples gleaned from 
his counseling experiences, Peale offers ways in which people can 
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conquer their fears, triumph over adversity, and transform their 
lives through faith in God. 
 
Schuller, Robert Harold 
The Be Happy Attitudes 
RC 23003 
The founder of the Crystal Cathedral in California and "The Hour 
of Power," one of the most widely viewed programs in television 
history, offers his formula for happiness. Schuller believes that the 
life-transforming power of  a readjusted attitude based on Jesus of 
Nazareth's famous "Sermon on the Mount" will change one's life. 
Bestseller 1985. 
 
Schuller, Robert Harold 
Be Happy You Are Loved 
RC 23941 
Dr. Schuller, the minister of the popular television program "The 
Hour of Power," counsels that "a life of happiness is found on the 
train called love." He says that it can be boarded at any of three 
stations--love of self, neighbor, and God--but one must continue 
for the entire trip to reap the promised benefits. Bestseller 1986. 
 
Sheen, Fulton J.  
Lift Up Your Heart 
RC 10062 
Bishop Sheen analyzes the inner life of modern man and 
emphasizes spiritual growth as the key to happiness and peace. 
 
Sheen, Fulton J. 
Peace of Soul 
BR 03300 
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A Catholic Bishop discusses such concerns as anxiety, sex, love 
of God, and various aspects of conversion. 
 
Smith, Jody Brant 
The Image of Guadalupe 
RC 20432 
Recounts the history of Our Lady of Guadalupe and analyzes the 
mysterious properties of the image of Mary which was imprinted 
on the cloak of a Mexican peasant in 1531 and which has since 
become the source of faith, strength, and awe for millions of 
people. 
 
Stanley, Charles F. 
How to Listen to God 
RC 39962 
For many people, the author says, the joy of hearing God speak to 
them is sometimes obscured by the noise and confusion of daily 
life. Stanley offers help in learning how to distinguish God's voice 
from others and how to  listen to him through his scriptures, the 
Holy Spirit, and fellow godly  people. He also shows ways in 
which God gets people's attention, and explains what can happen 
to those who do not listen to God. 
 
Stanley, Charles F. 
The Source of My Strength 
RC 39969 
Stanley offers a message to those who are burdened by emotional 
baggage. He believes that by giving painful memories and hurtful 
experiences over to Christ, a person can be free to move on with 
life. He offers words of  comfort and healing to those who are 
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lonely, fearful, frustrated, or burned out; feeling persecuted, 
guilty, or inferior; or suffering from abuse. 
 
Tinder, Glenn E. 
The Political Meaning of Christianity 
RC 31588 
A philosophical exposition, by a political science professor, of the 
relationship between Christianity and political and social issues to 
Christians and non-Christians alike. His thesis compares secular 
approaches, which involve domination and coercion, with the 
Christian approach--a  communal attitude, a willingness to listen, 
and a search for the truth. 
 
Why Catholic? 
RC 13543 / BR 04048 
Eight distinguished Catholics, including Andrew Greeley, Abigail 
McCarthy, and Fulton J. Sheen, reveal their personal creeds, 
discuss their spiritual struggles, and tell how Catholicism has 
shaped their lives. 
 
HINDUISM 
 
Bhagavadgita. English 
The Bhagavad-gita 
RC 16482 
Man's relation to God is the central theme of this classic Sanskrit 
work sacred to the Hindus. 
 
Bhagavadgita. English 
The Song of God: Bhagavad-gita 
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BRB 7390 
The philosophical Hindu work containing thoughts on war, 
killing, and the obligation of the individual toward his spiritual 
self. 
 
Blank, Jonah 
Arrow of the Blue-Skinned God 
RC 36534 
Epic of Rama's travels in India, retold with Blank's account of his 
own attempt to retrace Rama's route. This modern reenactment of 
a journey taken 3,000 years ago is also a search for the values 
depicted in the original  Hindu tale. Blank observes contrasts in 
religious beliefs, explains the  origins of the caste system, and 
generally reports on the people he meets during his odyssey. 
 
Chaudhuri, Nirad C. 
Hinduism, a Religion to Live By 
RC 15021 
Guide to a complex major religion describes the various cults, 
texts, and rituals through which people find consolation or 
encouragement. Personal bits of reminiscence are included along 
with an assessment of the formative influences of the Hindu 
religious movement. 
 
Clarke, Thomas J. 
People and Their Religions, Part 2 
RC 30879 / BR 08043 
Discusses the histories, beliefs, practices and celebrations of 
Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism. Includes short quotations from 
the Koran, the Upanishads, the Bhagavad Gita, and the teachings 
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of Buddha. Easy reading for junior and senior high and older 
readers. 
 
Menen, Aubrey 
The Mystics 
RC 09234 
Historical account of Hindu mysticism. Examines the mystical 
tradition and assesses its relevance for modern Westerners. 
 
Sen, Kshitimohan 
Hinduism 
RC 08605 
The basic beliefs and philosophy of Hinduism, its evolution and 
relevance to present day problems. Excerpts from Hindu 
scriptures are also included. 
ISLAM 
 
Beshore, George 
Science in Early Islamic Culture 
BR 08100 
Documents the impact of Mohammed on science after 610 A.D., 
and the extraordinary scientific advancements and discoveries in 
the Islamic world.  For grades 6-9 and older readers. 
 
Esposito, John L. 
Islam 
RC 28736 
An introduction to Islam and the Muslim way of life. Examines 
the origins, historical development, and beliefs of Islam, as well  
 
 



 25 
 

as its contemporary resurgence in the personal and public lives of 
Muslim societies. 
 
Fernea, Elizabeth Warnock 
In Search of Islamic Feminism 
RC 46841 
An American professor of Middle Eastern studies presents the 
results of a two-year trip researching the status of women in 
Muslim societies. After conducting interviews in Uzbekistan, 
Morocco, Kuwait, Turkey, Egypt, Iraq,  Saudi Arabia, Israel, and 
Palestinian settlements, she finds that women's rights are 
interpreted differently in each region. 
 
Gibb, H. A. R. 
Mohammedanism 
RC 29873 
Describes the growth and influence of Islam--a religion whose 
adherents encompass about one-seventh of the world's population. 
Includes the life of the Prophet, the teachings of the Koran, cults 
opposed to the dictates of  traditional Mohammedanism, and the 
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The Koran 
RC 07789 
Translated by N. J. Dawood, this earliest work of classical Arabic 
is the sacred scripture of Islam as revealed to the Prophet 
Mohammed by the Angel  Gabriel. 
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The Meaning of the Glorious Koran 
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RC 44913 
Translated by Marmaduke Pickthall with explanatory notes, this 
earliest work of classical Arabic is the sacred scripture of Islam as 
revealed to the Prophet Mohammed by the Angel Gabriel. 
 
Lewis, Bernard 
Islam and the West 
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Eleven essays by a Princeton professor of Near Eastern studies 
explore 1,400 years of historic relations between the Islamic 
nations and the Christian world referred to as the West. The 
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perceptions, and responses. 
 
Maudoodi, Syed Abdul Ala 
Towards Understanding Islam 
RC 19783 
A concise overview of the faith, attitude, and principles of Islam. 
The author presents Islamic methods of worship and outlines the 
Islamic way of life as he reveals the ancient wisdom underlying 
these practices. 
 
Miller, Judith 
God Has Ninety-Nine Names 
RC 44542 
An American journalist profiles the rise of Islamic militancy and 
government responses in ten countries of North Africa and the 
Middle East. Based primarily on eye-witness accounts and 
interviews with government officials,  dissident leaders, and 
factional rivals. Violence and some strong language. 
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Mortimer, Edward 
Faith and Power 
RC 19188 
A Middle East expert for the London "Times" examines Islam as a 
religion, way of life, culture, and a civilization. He analyzes the 
political interpretations of twentieth-century Muslims, describing 
the role Islam plays in six vastly different societies: Turkey; Saudi 
Arabia; Pakistan;  Iran; the central Arab world including Egypt; 
and the Muslim regions of the Soviet Union. 
 
Naipaul, V. S. (Vidiadhar Surajprasad) 
Among the Believers 
RC 17364 
First-hand report on the people of four Muslim nations: Iran, 
Pakistan, Malaysia, and Indonesia. Naipaul attempts to fathom the 
overwhelming influence of Islamic beliefs and the rules of faith 
over secular and political activities  in these nations. The answers 
are gleaned from intense conversations with students, journalists, 
poets, civil servants, an ayatollah, rustics, and  merchants. 
 
Naipaul, V. S. (Vidiadhar Surajprasad) 
Beyond Belief 
RC 47472 
Personal accounts of people encountered by Naipaul during his 
travels in four non-Arab Muslim countries--Indonesia, Iran, 
Pakistan, and Malaysia--for five months in 1995. He contends that 
these stories reveal the effects of Islamic conversion on the 
national culture. Companion to “Among the Believers”  
(RC 17364). 
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In the Path of God 
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Explains the history and nature of the Islamic religion as 
compared with Judaism and Christianity. Also evaluates Islam as 
a worldwide political force from its origins to the Islamic revival 
of the 1970s. 
 
Roberts, Dennis 
Islam, a Concise Introduction 
RC 18402 
An objective look at the beliefs, attitudes, and customs of Islam. 
Discusses the life and message of Mohammed, Islamic law and 
politics, social and family customs, the status of women, business 
practices, the Islamic states,  and the current importance of oil. 
 
Wormser, Richard 
American Islam 
BR 11063 
The author provides an overview of Islam--its origins, history, and 
practice in America. Includes comments from young Muslims 
who discuss how they keep their faith amidst a more permissive 
American society. The author also examines the Nation of Islam, 
its prominent leaders, and its growth within the African American 
community. For junior and senior high readers. 
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McLeod, W. H. 
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W.H. McLeod, a Sikh scholar, has lived for many years in India, 
where the religion originated under Master Guru Nanak (1469-
1539). The author gives an overview of the Sikhs' history, 
including the founding of the community  lifestyle for which they 
are known. He also discusses their doctrine, their literature, and 
particularly their culture, as Sikh communities have become 
established around the world. 
 
SHAMANISM 
 
Andrews, Lynn V. 
Crystal Woman 
RC 27114 
The author, a member of the Sisterhood of the Shields, a secret 
society of American Indian women, continues her spiritual 
journey. She and her mentor, Agnes Whistling Elk, travel to 
Australia. There Ginevee, an Australian  aborigine mystic, takes 
them to a secret women's village where her education into the 
powers and mysteries of the spirit continues. Sequel to "Star 
Woman" (RC 25329).  Bestseller. 
 
Andrews, Lynn V. 
Flight of the Seventh Moon 
RC 29384 
The author continues the tale of her time among the Cree Indians 
with Agnes Whistling Elk, a medicine woman. This account 
offers a continuation of her education in the Sisterhood of the 
Shields, as she is initiated into  "womanliness and selfhood." 
Some strong language. Sequel to "Medicine Woman" (RC 29374). 
 
Andrews, Lynn V. 
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Teachings Around the Sacred Wheel 
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Andrews, a member of the Sisterhood of the Shields, provides a 
workbook for people who are on a "vision quest for enlightenment 
and personal power." Based on her workshops and previous 
books, this volume offers visualization exercises for traveling to 
the four points of the sacred wheel--a journey to help fight 
ignorance and unlock the wisdom, joy, and power within the soul. 
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Windhorse Woman 
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In the early 1970s, the author was initiated into the Sisterhood of 
the Shields. This is her journey to Tibet, where the sisterhood 
meets every fifty years. Andrews travels to a remote valley high in 
the mountains where she searches for a hidden secret. But waiting 
for her is Windhorse, a man who offers a marriage of spirit and of 
flesh. Follows "Crystal Woman" (RC 27114). 
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Black Elk 
RC 33097 
Born on the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota in 1921, 
Wallace Black Elk was "called" to the sacred way of the 
"Chanunpa" when he was five years old.  Eleven "grandfathers," 
or mentors, prepared him to use spiritual powers, to heal, and to 
help others. His collaborator on the book is a university professor 
who has studied and worked with Black Elk for twelve years. 
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A War of Witches 
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Knab, an American anthropologist researching the Mexican 
Aztecs and learning about dreams and rituals from contemporary 
witches, tells how he accidentally discovered that the magical 
"healers" could also kill. After he overheard his mentor agree to 
kill a client's son-in-law, he investigated how survivors of a 1930s 
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Needleman, Jacob 
The New Religions 
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A philosopher examines six recent American spiritual 
movements--Zen Buddhism, Transcendental Meditation, Tibetan 
Buddhism, and the teachings of Meher Baba, Subdud, and 
Krishnamurti. 
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